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Now Patricia Cornwell brings her millions of readers a novel concerning crimes with roots in a

murder from the distant past.Â Â When Kay Scarpetta is mandated to investigate the 400 year-old

violent death of one of America's first settlers at Jamestown, Virginia, it seems like the perfect

match: modern technology's savviest avatar versus an age-old crime.Â Â Kay's involvement in the

case attracts headlines, and more-the unwelcome ire of a person or persons unknown.Kay and

those closest to her soon find themselves the targets of vicious hate crimes that are clearly inspired

by her connection to the archaeological excavation.Â Â At first more nuisance than assault, the

nature of the attacks quickly escalates to violence.Â Â Worse still, those sworn to protect prove to

be the enemy, forcing Scarpetta, her niece Lucy, and detective Peter Marino to take matters into

their won hands- torquing the rule of law and changing their lives forever.Â Â In a case ranging from

an 18th-century murder to mortal risk in present day, The Last Precinct pits Kay Scarpetta against a

rogue enemy who will stop at nothing to stop her.
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One of the best books of the Scarpetta series. First one that is not written in the first person and

seems to flow better. This one wraps up several things that have happened in previous books. For

the most part it concentrates on one part of the story line or person for a short while, then skips to

another one very much like the Dan Brown books. I still have no idea how or why chapters are split

up like they are. This one seems much faster paced than the previous ones and an easier read.

I started reading the Kay Scarpetta mysteries about a year ago. The first four were good. the next

three were OK, but I liked the Kay Scarpetta character. Then things went downhill quickly. In this

novel, in order to help new readers (or because she became incredibly lazy) Cornwell recaps the

information form the previous novel..not once, not twice, but three times! I have now switched to

Kathy Reichs, whose main character, although a bit indecisive in the romance aspect, is on the

money regarding forensics (as is Cornwell), is not in love with her own ego, is not independently

wealthy and gives only brief explanations or references to past novels.

I liked The Last Precinct written by Patricia Cornwell. As a matter of fact I read it twice by mistake. I

had evidently read it the first time it came out and when I saw it listed again I got it. Although parts

were really familiar, some I was able to read twice and it was like reading it anew. The character Dr.

Kay Scarpetta is a great character. She is many- faceted, with a family of interesting characters and

friends. Her scenes are intense and the sinister characters are chilling. Although I might read it

again (hope not as the really familiar scenes will be too much) I would definitely recommend it to

anyone. I don't want to forget her detective friend and often pain in the butt, Pete Marino, he could

have a book of his own.

This book picks right up from the previous installment, Black Notice, so I recommend that you read

that one first. The first few chapters are a bit tedious as Kay Scarpetta goes through a lot of

introspection from almost being murdered in Black Notice. I was hoping for more action and it slowly

comes around, but not to the same suspense as the earlier books of the series that made me turn

page after page.I think if you are a Scarpetta series fan, you'd like this book, as you've been

bringing the history of Kay, Benton, Lucy and Marino along with you. I think many reviewers here

are a bit harsh, even though this is not as good as the first few in the series. If you are new to the

series, this would probably be a 3 star book.

I walk four miles a day and during this time, I get to listen to my audio books and let me tell you this



one is so engrossing and downright entertaining, I can't wait to go on my walk each day just to find

out what happens next. Patricia Cornwell has always been a wonderful author but this two series

book set, Black Notice and The Last Precinct have by far been my favorites. Let me tell you , when I

knew there was a "sequel" for the Black Notice when I was finished I was estatic, heck, it was like

Christmas came early. You can't describe the wonderful details , Patricia has brought these

characters to life and I just can't wait to see what she has to offer me next. Thank you to her for her

career choice in making all our lives a little nicer when we get to hang with Kay Scarpetta, Pete

Marino, Lucy, and all the rest. "THANK YOU!"

Although I am not a literary critic, I felt compelled to enter some thoughts after reading The Last

Precinct. I too have read, with relish, every Kay Scarpetta novel Patricia Cornwell has written, and

usually long for the next to appear. I could have waited longer for another version.My first distraction

was that the novel was written in first person, present tense. It was very uncomfortable reading and I

actually had to pull out all her other books to see if I had lost my perspective, but no, this appears to

be her first attempt at that writing style. I hated it.Secondly, Cornwell is toying a bit too much for my

comfort and enjoyment with the lesbianism theme. I just don't get it and did not like one of my

favorite characters wrestling with her sexuality, albeit briefly. Then it just hung there.Finally, I just

couldn't buy the entire plot. Come on - that anyone would suspect Kay Scarpetta of such a

gruesome murder is ridiculous.The one point I should mention is that at least I did enjoy Marino, as

usual, but a little more so in this novel.A last note. I'm just not sure I would read another Kay

Scarpetta. I don't want to ruin her character in my own mind.For what it's worth.

Great read, intrigue and murder. Dr Scarpetta does not fail to hold our interest. Hard to put down as

usual

I found this a bit hard to follow at times - never had that happen before in her previous book. But

nonetheless, I will be definitely reading the next book in the series. I am addicted to her books
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